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IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


Minutes. { O 


The Colonial Office have asked for the 
concurrence of the Secretary of State in 
the draft telegram to New York at Flag A. 


This is in reply to New York telezram 
at Flag B. The reply is based largely on 
the Jerusalem telegram at Flag Cc. The 
draft is all right from our point of view 
except in two points:- 


(1) In paragraph 2 we should make it 
clear that we are not going back on our 
readiness to protect the Commission during 
the period in which they will be in 
Palestine before the termination of the 
mandate. This seems to be the intention 
of paragraph 1 (c) of the High Cummissioner's 
telegram, but it is not clearly expressed. 
The first sentence of paragraph 2 of the 
draft reply should be amended to read as 
follows: 


"There is no objection to your 
communicating to the Commission as back- 
ground to this problem the gist of paragraph 
1 (a) and (c) of the High Commissioner's 
telegram, You Should however make it 
clear that (c) refers to the period after 
the termination of the mandate and does 
not affect our responsibility in rezard to 
the protection of the Commission up till 
May 15th." 


(2) We cannot agree to paragragh 4 (b) 
of the draft reply about the establishment 
of a sealed store of arms for the Commission 
in Palestine before the terminntion of the 
mandate. Any such store would undoubtedly 
be pilfered by unauthorised people. It 
would give a considerable and unfair 
advantage to the Jews. since it is clear 
that the Commission intend to supply arms to 
them and not to the Arabs and. most important 
of all. the acceptance of such a proposal 
would almost certainly make it impossible 
for the Americans to maintain their embargo 
on the export of arms from the United States. 
Once thi® embargo had been broken, even for 
the sake of the Commission itself, it would 
be impossible to prevent other exports on 
behalf of the Jewish Agency etc. we 
would suggest amending the paragraph in the 
draft to read as follows:- 


"we snould like to know what type of 
arms the Commission have in mind and what 
guarantees they could give as to safe 
custody during the period up to May 15th, 


which would have to be undertaken by 
their own resources. When we have the 


answers to these yuestions, we will 
consider whether it is possible to relax 
the embargo upon imports of arms into 
Palestine, aS the Commission appear to 


suggest". & 


16th February, 1948. 


[This telegram is of varticular secrec’ anc should be “ 
retainec by the authorised recipient and not passed ont. | 
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No,045. D: ll 2030 a.Me 5th February, 1946 


Dth February, 1948. 
R: 5.2% pom. Sth Februrry, 1946. 


Repeated to Jerusalem 
Washington Saving. 


T)VEDIATE. 
GIANT. 


“Acdressed.to Foreign Office tele 
February, [5:0 repeate 
Palestine. 


eer ee steps to be taken eas regards formation 
of militias prior to date of termination of ‘‘ancdate. 


Senator “r:ncisco of the Falestine Commission 
together with members of the Commission's staff called 
yesterday and in my absence was seen by “letcher Cooke, 
Trafford Smith and Falla. He raised a number of points 
in connexion wit. the preparatory steps which the | 
Commission might wish to take as regards the formation 
of militias prior to the termination of the mandate. 


2, 4t our meeting with the Commis ion on 30th 
Tanuary the Commission were informed in reply to question 
(5) that any specific request not (repeat not) incompatible 
with the decision embodied in the answer to question 4(4) 
would be considered. (Your telegram No.101 repeated 
to Jerusalem refers). 


3. At that meeting it was made cl «sr to the 
Commission that it was for them to indicate what 
preliminary steps they would wish to take in this 
metter anc that consideration would then be given to 
the extent to which the mandatory power could accede 
to their requests. 


4. Francisco indicated tat the following were 
among the preparatory steps the commission had in mind: 








m No.o45 5th 


(1) Designation of cantonment areas. 


(11) tecruiting by the Commission itself or 
by either Provisional Council of Government. 


(111) “raining with or without arms 

(Iv) ®quipping @ hi 

(V) Zstablishment of cadres. 4% 
/5. 


4 ">: 
oF 


Qe 


5. He was informed that proposals (II) and (III) 
at least were tantamount to "formation" and were unlikely 
to be acceptable, 


6. As regards arms and equipment the pcints raised were: 


(A) In what way and when is it proposed that the 
mandatory power should hand over to the Commission the arms, 
equipment, stores, buildings, posts and depots of the 
Palestine Police *orce and the share belonging to the 
Governnent of Palestine of the arms and equipment of the 
see cae Frontier Force and what does this share 
amount to? 


permitted to build ap a store of arms and equipment under 
seal in Palestine prior to the date of the termination of 
the mandate, ‘ne impression was gathered that this sealed 
store of arms might oe composed (1y dh’ of the arms of 
the Palestine rolice #orce referred tc in (A) above and 

(2) peony of arms which the Commission night wish to 
import into Falestine, 


(B) He also enquired whether the Commission would be 
| 
| 


(C) snquiry was also made as to whether if the 
Commission decide to recruit a police rorce outside 
Palestine prior to the date of the termination of the 
mandate, such a force would be permitted to enter 
Palestine prior to that date and if so when, — 


(Dd) A similar question was specificsily raised as 
regeres a police force for Jerusalem recruited outside 
Palestine, 


(3) Commission also wish to have a Getailed inventory 
of all PEOPEESY and assets of the Palestine :olice “orce, 
It was explained that this woulc take some time to camplete 
and would be a voluminous document and a request was then 
made for earlicst possible information as to details of: 


(1) srms and aumunition, 

(2) ..otor vehicles, 

(3) :olice buildings with their locations, 
(4) Any other major items oF equipment, 


(F) Discussion then followed as regards Cewish Lishmar 
and “rab }.unicipal jolice, and Francisco made the somewhat 
surprising enquiry as to whether jiandatory porer would agree to 
disband and disarm these bodies before the termination of the 
mandate and hand over tseir arms to Lommission, lie also asked 
whetuer the liandatory power would consult the Commission before 
forming any further municipal police forces, In reply to the 
latter question *rancisco was informed that ao (repeat no 
undertaking could be given that Vommission would be consulted 

rior to the fomaetion of any further municipal police forces 

nasmuch as the Government of Palestine was the authority 
responsible for security up to the date of the termination of 
the mandate but that their request to oe consulted would be 
referred to you, As regards the general question of ak 

Olice forces it was pointed out that these were being forme 

o ensure at least a certain degree of local security during 
the period after the termination of the mandate but ‘francisco 

ointed out that the arming of Arab municipal police in this 

gp.undec, ] might prove an embarrassment to the Commission, /(G) 


“p 


Is 


o 


(G) Francisco also enquired whether if the 
Commision wished to send military er police advisers t» 
Palestine before the cate of the termination of 
the mandate (possible with the advance Secret: riat 
party) these would be received and if so when, 

The purpose of their visit would be to advise 
the Commission as to the prepare (ery steps 
necessary in connexion with the formation of the 
militias. 


(H)_ Another question was wheter the mandatory 
power had any su _estions to mae as to how security 
could be maintsined in the period between the 
termination of the mandate and formetion of the 
militias. To this reply was made that the question 
of security after tiie date of termination of the 
mandate was a matter for the commis-ion except 
insofar as tie Ceneral Officer Commanding might 
find it necessary to take action in the areas under 
his control to fecilitate the ~ithdrawal of his 
forces and thau the mandatory power had no (repest 
no) su ges*ions to mae. 


7. Grateful for esrly indication as to answers 
to be given to Commission. 


[Ends]. 


Foreign Office please pass immediate to 
Terusalem as my telegram No.fF. 


[Copy sent to Telegraph apt Colonial 
Office for re etition to Jerusalem]. 


ALAA 





The Colonial Office have askea for the 
concurrence of the Secretary of State in the draft 
telegram to New York at flag "A". This is a reply 
to New York telesram at flag "B", and is based 
largely on a telegram from Jerusalem at flag "Ct". 
The draft has the approval of Mr. Rees-Willians 
and of the Minister of Defence- 

It is recomended that the draft be 
approved subject to the inclusion of the two 


anendments typed in the margin (paragraph 2 and 


paragraph 4 (B)). 


The rear few Bon tantetinna ane ents 


18th February, 1948. 


{SO asl ws 


Pay ! 
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TO PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Crapinghan} 
Sent 7th February, 1:6. 43,350 hrs. 


INMEDTATE 
fro. Lue Secret, 


Addressed to High Cemmiscicner, “Palestine, 
Repeated to UKDEL, New York and Waid ng con, 





New York telegram tc Fereign Of2ce Ne. B45. 
Formation of militias. 


Before considering points reisea I should be 
gisd te nave your observations geveraily on tiie telegz: 
and in particular on the point in parageep? & {f) regaxd = 
the despatch of military Bdvisers to Paiestine, 


{Copies sent to Foreign Office fer 
’ retransmissicnr te NKD EI, Row Vera and 
Washington) 


a 8 a eS OE OO ANY GE ON CC: A nH A a 





rem es ees a 





Cepies sent to:~ 


7t 


Forcign Office - Me. i, Boesax , 
War Office (M.0,k.) - £, Gol. ¥.¥. Charteris 


: Beaten Deol. lb 


IMMEDIATE : 44th February, 1948. 
SECRET eo 


Dear McAlpine, ye 

I enclose a copy of a draft reply to New York 
telegram No. 345 to Foreign Office, together with a copy 
of telegram No. 330 from the High Commissioner for 
Palestine. The draft has been discussed between our 
Departments and in its present form has been approved by 
Mr. Rees-Willians. As the question of the extent to which 
H.M.G. is prepared to facilitate the creation of militias 
in Palestine by the United Nations Commission prior to the 
date of termination of the Mandate is bound to be discussed 
by the Security Council, the reply to the New York tele- 
gram referred to will no doubt be regarded by Mr. Creech 
Jones a8 his brief for these discussions, Wwe therefore feel 
it is important that the reply should be approved both by 
the Foreign Secretary and by the Minister of Defence. It 
will be noted that our proposed reply to paragraph 4 of the 
New York telegram is completely negative. Vie feel that any 
of the activities referred to can be construed as recruit- 
ment of militefis under the protection of British troops. 
As the Arabs will not cooperate with the Commission in the 
formation of an arab militia, the only possible action open 
to the Commission will be the recruitment of a Jewisa 
militia, which in fact, as we know, is already in 
existence. We therefore feel that we cannot grant the 
Commission any facilities for the preparatory steps they 
Buggest. If it is felt that we Should adopt a less 
unyielding attitude on this point we should wish to 
consult the High Commissioner again since in paragraph 1(b) 
of his telegram No. 330 he has advised that attempts by 
the Commission to organise militias would be largely a 
waste of effort in that those bodies would be outside the 


Commission's control. 

I am sending a copy of this letter and its 
enclosure to Richard Wood at the Ministry of Defence in 
order that Mr. Alexander's views may be obtained on the 
draft. 

Yours sincerely, 
Regie Sa 


R.D.C. McAlpine, ESq. Private Secretary. 





COPY : 
TO THE SECRETARY O« STATE FOR THE COLONIES. ' ) 
FROM PALESTINS (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 


D. 10th February, 1948. 
- 10th ss He 08.20 hrs. 


IMMEDIATE. 
No. 330 Secret. 


Addressed to S. of S. 
Repeated to UKDEL New york, No. 350 (Washington please pass) 
. " Washington No. 77. > 


Your telegram No. 480 asking for comments on New York telegram 
No. 345 to Foreign Office. 


Formation of Militias, 


As background the following three points should be nade clear 
to the Commission; - 


(a&) The proposed Jewish State already possesses an armed and well 
organised militia in the form of the Hagana, although this is a 
purely racial and not national force. Information regarding its 
numbers and equipment could presumably be obtained by the Commission 
from the Jewish Agency. 


(b) Commission would be well advised to give first importance to the 
formation of Special Police Force for Jerusalem and not to waste 
their efforts in attempting to recruit or organise Jewish and Arab 
Militias which are bound to be outside their control. 


(c) Commission will require their own Security Forces if they come 
to Palestine. Proposal that the Commission should go to Aqgir was 
made on the basis that British forces would not be available to guard 
them there. I had not agreed that H.M. Government should undertake 
responsibility for their protection in Palestine, and asked that the 
Commission should be informed, since any protection by British forces 
would end with the Mandate they would be well advised to provide 
themselves with their own guards in the same way as foreign 
consulates here are now doing. G.0.C. cannot provide protection at 
Aqir which, in his view, would require not less than a battalion. 
Moreover, withdrawal of a British Guard Force on 15th May leaving 
nothing in its place might prejudice relations between the Commission 


and the G.0.C. 


2. Following are comments on paragraph 6 of New York telegram 
No. 345. 


(a) Arms, equipment, buildings etc. belonging to the Palestine Polic 
Force will be available to be taken over by the Commission with effec 
from 15th May. Manner of transfer will be discussed with 
Commission's staff here. All arms, equipment, stores etc. of Trans- 
Jordan Frontier Force are the property of the British Army and none 
will be handed over to the Commission. 


(b) No objection in principle provided that the Commission can 
themselves ensure the safe custody of any arms imported by them. 
We should wish to know who are the owners and who are financing the 


purchase of these arms. 


(c) Recruitment from outside Palestine of Police Force for 
Palestine other than Jerusalem is not contemplated in the Assembly's 
resolution. If the Commission comes to Palestine, they will require 
&@ Police Force for their own security and there is no objection to 

such 





Such a force entering Palestine at any time on the understanding 
that they will comply with any orders of Palestine Government 
regarding its location and activities, and that it will not 
include Jewish or Arab members, 


(d) The recruitment of a Special Police Force for Jerusalem is 
most urgent, as Il have repeatedly emphasised. The sooner it 
enters Palestine for training (repeat training) the better. 


(e) This information will be telegraphed as soon as possible, 


(f) Commission should be assured that creation of Municipal 
Police Forces,far from adding to the dangers of conflict between 
Jews and Arabs or affecting the formation of militias, will 
represent best contribution we can make to the maintenance of 
security in purely Jewish or Arab areas, 


(g) There is no objection to arrival of Military or Police 
Advisers at any time provided that they are few in number and 
that they confine themselves to matters connected with the 
formation of future security forces. 


(h) It appears from this question that the Commission still 
thinks security can be maintained through the formation ‘of 
militias. No more dangerous misapprehension could arise. It 
is the existence at the present time of large armed forces on 
each side that makes civil war almost inevitable, and this is 
not to be avoided by equipping these forces with a United Nations 
cover or better arms. For this reason if the Commission would 
concentrate on a Police Force for Jerusalem they might still 
succeed in a4 part of their task. 


e Ig 


® INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


(correction = to = in '(h)* om 2nd page) 
ypher{0.T.P. ) 


FROM PALESTING(Gen. Sir A.Cunningham) 
b. 40th February s 19°48. 
Re 10th 08.20 hra. 





Addressed to 3. of 3S. 
Repsated to UXDZL New York, No.350 (Washington please 


passe}. 
* . Washington, No. Tle 


Your telegrem No.486 asking for comments on uw York 
telegram No. 245 to Foreign Office. 


¥ormation of Militias, 


Ap vackground the following threes points sheuls be made 
clear to the Commission: - 


{a) The oreposed dswish State already poseeaues an armasd 
and @sl]1 organised militia in the form of the Hagana, although 
this ig a yoeesy racial and not neticnal force. Information 
esgarding ite numbers and equipment could presumably be oo. ined 
by the Commission from the Jewish Agenc7. 


ttpertance tc the formation of Speateal Pelics Force for Ic. wsalem 
ang res Ho waste their efforts in attempting te recruie oy oo caniae 


Jewinrn end Arab Militias which are bound te be sutsids the! 
VOMEFOL a 


ip} Comn.asion would be Well advised to give firs: 





{c) Commission wii] raqulrs thei: own Security Poress 2) they 
I6RG “O Palestina. Proposal that ths Commission ehovld gu “ss 
Agh® wae mage om the basic that British forces would ue. te 
aveailabie to guard them there. I hac act agreed tha’ 
el. Goverimgat should umdertake responsibility for their 
oFgicetlayn in Palestine, ang asked that the Gomiasion cheuls is 
Lpforseé, sinee any protest ion by HE ASO Porecea would and vi 23 
Mandate they would be well advised to preyice themeeires vith 
“the is own suervde in the same way aa foreign consulates fie f.en 


iw 
' 


nGw coing. @.0.C0-. sanmnot provids on suede &%& Agiv BG CH. ot 
his view, wWoula faquire not less than % ttaLsono Koraoy 
witsivavead of 2 British Guard Force on 15th Mey Leavin: 
“DR its piece might pvogudice relationz between the Coomion . 6 ond 


7h GiOeGe 


ae Following are comucnie on paragraph 6 of Nex 
Ho 2) 


i 
tad egr ei NS + ad 


(a)/ 





(a) Arms equipment, buildings eto, belonging to the 
Paleetine Police Porce will be available tc he taken over 
by the Commission with effect from 15th Nay. Manner of 
transfer will be discussed with Commission’s starf here. Ali 
arms; Cquipment, stores ete. of Trana-Jorden Prontier Vorce era 
the property of the British Army and none 9211 be handed ovo 
te the Comnission 

‘b) Ko objection in principle provided that the Comm asion 
can themselves ensure the safe custody of eny arms imports: oy 
then. le should wish to know whe are the owners and Bho ars 
financing the purchese of these arus. 

fe} Recruitment from outaide Palestine of “oltce Forse ca. 
Paleciine other than Jerusalem is nos comempiaied an the 
Assenhiv's resolution. If the Coumission comes to Pales’. - 
thay wil nequire a Police Force for their own security 
buare Lo mo obgection to such a force ontering Fars 





was 





ah 
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i Aine he understanding that they will comply wher any ore: 
OF ing GoFoimment regarding its locssion and astivit 





cua 23 #Lli aot include Jevish or Arab memberc. 

(a}) tha weerulinent of a Spestal rolice Perse Lor 
Verogilom in mest urgent, as I have repeatodly omphasised: Ta 
sooner it enters Palestine for training (repaat training) «lo 
better. 

(e) This information will be telegraphed ag goon as woauly sc. 

(2%) Commiseaion should be assured that creation of Munioip: 
Police Forces, far from adding to the dangers of comflicth betwo... 
Jews end Arabs or affecting the formation of wilitiag, wils 
Fepressat best contribution we can make to the maintenance 32 
aecurity in purely Jewish or Arab areas. 

(g} There is no objection te arrival of Military or volice 
Advisers eat any time provided that they are few in mumber 2” 
they confine themselves to matters connectad wits the formic uicn 
of future security forces. 





(m} X¢ appears from thie question thet tke Coswias. 
thinks security can be maintalned through tho Loumniion o.: 
militias. Wo more dangerous misapprehension could arige., Li *. 
the existence at the present time of largo armed forces om ooc.. 
aide that makes civil war almost inevitable, ond thia Bon 5 - 
pe avoided by equipping these forces with a United Nation: 2. 
ov better arms, Vor this reason if the Conmiselon vould 
concentrate on 2 Police Fores for Jorusalcn they uight ovis. 
succosd. in a part of their teak. 


#2 Corvection wreeeived Lith February. 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


(365) We. 25886/149 100m. 1/48 A.O.St. 


Registry 
No. £1713 et ) 3) \F 


a3 February, 1948. 


Mr. Douglas Smith, You sent me on the 14th February a draft 
Colonial office 
reply to New York telegram No. 345, for the 


Roe cuncurrence of the Secretary of State. 
(From Mr. McAlpine 
The Secretary of State haS approved the 
iraft, subject to two amendments, which are 


as follows. 


veo | paragraph 2 - substitute? the following 


for the first sentence: 


2 a "There is no objection to your communi- 
(Ty 
4 fawn} cating to the Commission 18 background to 


this problem the gist of paragraph 1 (a) and 
(c) of the High Commissioner's telegram. 
You should, however, make it clear that (c) 


refers to the period after the termination 


Copy to: of the mandate and does not affect our 
Mr. Richard wood, responsibility in regard to the protection 
Ministry of 
Defence. of the Commission up till the 15th May". 


Paragraph 4 (B) - substitute the following 
text: 
"We should like to know what type of 
arms the Commission have in mind and what 


guarantees they could give as to safe 





f custody during tne period up to 15th May, 
oe which would have to be undertaken by their 
own resources. When we have the answers 
to these yuestions, we will consider whether 
it is possible to relax the embargo upon 
imjgorts of arms into ralestine, 23 the 


Sommission appear to 3ugzest". 


7 





I am sending a copy of this letter to 


Richard Wood at the Ministry of Defence. 


HS 2°) 
/A 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


20 


FOREIGN OFFICZ, Sein 10 


25r. February, 1348. 
(B 1713/74/31) : 


Leer ¢ wi 


You sent me ou the 14th February a draft reply 
to New York telegrem No. 345, for the concurrence of 
the Secretary of State. 


The Secretary of State has approved the draft, 
subject to two amendments, which are as follows. 


Peragraph 2 =- substitute the following for the 
first sentence: 


"There is no objection to your communicating to 
the Conanission as background to this problem the 
gist of paragraph 1 a a (ec) of the High 
Commissioner's telegram You should, however, 
make it clear that (c) refers to the period efter 
the termiaction of the maudate aid does not aftect 
our responsibility in regard to tne protection of 
the Commission up till the 15th May”. 


Paragraph & (5) = substitute the following text: 


"We should like to know what type of arms the 
Commission have in mind a:i.d what guarmtees they 
could give as to safe custody during the p«criod up 
to 15th Mey, which would have to be undertaken by 
their own resources. ‘“ihen we have the auswers to 


these / 


DeMe Smith, ESqe, 
Colonial office. 


these questions, we will consider whether it is 
possible to relax the embargo upon imports of arms 
into Palestine, as the Commission appear to suggest." 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Richard 
Wood at the Ministry of Defence. 


5 eo e e* Al i 
atl R.D.C. McAlpine) 
é‘ 






Jerus 
Washing 







There is no 
objection to your 
communicating to the 
Commission as back- 
ground.to this prob- 
lem the gist of para 
1(&) and (c) of the 
High Commissioner's 
telegram. You 
should however inake 
it clear that (c) 
refers to the period 
after the termin- 
ation of the mandate 
and does not affect 
our responsibility 
in regard to the 
protection of the 
Commission up till 
y ch, 

































As separate instructions are 












being sent to you on the question of the future of 
erusalem you should not, before receipt of these 
instructions, stress the responsibilities of the 
ommission with regard to a security force for the City. 
5- On para. 4 of your telegram you should inform the 


Commission that in general none of the activities they 





Suggest could be permitted in Palestine prior to the 






y\termination of the Mandate, though possibly some 






preliminary steps might be taken during the last fort 










(A) It is not proposed prior to the termination o 


the Mandate to withdraw from local Palestinian police 







forces, recruited by Municipalities or otherwise handed 


over to local authorities, the equipment and stores ma 






available to them to enable them effectively to carry 






out their duties, These Municipal rorces are being 







formed to ensure as far as possible at least local 


security during the period between the termination of the 






Mandate and the organization by the successor authorities 





of some machinery for the preservation of law and order. / 







All other equipment, stores, buildings, posts and depot 


of the Palestine Police Force will be available to be 





eee (B) [we see no objection in principle to the 


'» . : 


taken over by the Commission with effect from 15th May 





: 5 
and the Palestine Government are ready to discuss procedure 


\ 


for this with representatives of the Commission's staff. 
Regarding Tranejordan Frontier Force you should reply as 


Suggested by High Commissioner. 


ission We should lie 
: to know what type 
equipment of arms the 
Commission have 
ate of termination of\|in mind and what 
guarantees they 
are themselves able to ensurecould give as to 
safe custody 
presumably they could only do whenuring the period 
ip to May 15th, 
ed in Palestine a security force of their lwnich would have 
o be undertaken 









being permitted to build up a store of arm 
under seal in Palestine prior to th 
the Mandate provided that t 
their safe custody, w 


they had estab 


own; re para. 1(c) of High Commissioner's telegram undefpy their own 
resources. Wher 
reference. we have the 
answers to thesé¢ 
(C) As suggested by High Commissioner. : questions, we 
will consider 
(D) Presumably Commission will concert arrangements whether it is 
ossible t 
for security force for Jerusalem with Trusteeship Council eee the 
embar 
ana Governor to be appointed by them, on whom falls the iseees eae 


t 
esponsibility under the Plan of recruiting an international as ag pan 


police force to assist in maintaining law and order in the C a en 
See also para. 2 above. 

(E) Information is being provided by High Commissioner. 

(F) AS proposed by High Commissioner. 

(G) AS proposed by High Commissioner. 

(H) The Mandatory Power has no suggestion to-make on this 
issue which it understands if forming the subject of a report 
and suggestions to the Security Council by the Commission itself. 


I approve the terms of the reply already given. 





~ 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and sould be 
retained by the autiorised recipient and not passed on) 


Cypher/OTF WORLD ORGANIS.:TION DISTRIBUTION 
FRO]: FORSIGN OF FICS TO Ni YORK 
(To Unitec Fingdom Delegation to United Ne tions) 


No,893 
Beth rebruery, 1948, Ds 7 0 DeMe 26t i *ebrusry, 1948, 


gxepeated to Jerusalem 
Vashington 0.2274. 


Ze 


I} EDL TE 
SHCREr 
GUE 


Addressed to United ingdom Delegation New York 
telegram 0.050 of February Seth, repeated for information 


0 TaSiinpton and Jerusalem. 





Your telegram 0,545. [of 5th February: Palestine, 
formstion of litias}, 


: Followin reply has been egreed by i‘inisters. It 
is however not entirely clear from psragrarii 1(c) of 
Jerusalem telegram No.0 rapeseed to you as No.d50) 
what arrangements he has in view for the protection of 
the Comission in Palestine during tie agreed period of 
overlap ending on the 15th May. 


2. There is ne ebjection fe pene communicating te 
the Cemmissien as background to this preblem the gist ef 
peace l(a) and (c) ef the High Cemmissiener's telegram. 
eu sheuld hewever make it clear that (c) refers te the 
peried after the terminatien ef the mandate and dees net 
affect eur respensibility in regard te the pretectien ef 
the Cemissien up till lay 15th. If the !figh Cemmissiener 
has any definite arrangements in view fer pretectien ef 
the Cemmissien during this peried, he will ne deubt repert 
these fer cemmunicstien te the Cemissien. As sepsrate 
instructions are being sent te yeu en the questien er the 
future ef Jerusalem yeu sheuld net, befere receipt ef 
these instructiens, stress the respensibilities ef the 
Commissien with regard te a security ferce for the City. 


5. On paragraph 4 ef yeur telegram yeu sheuld inferm 
the Cemmissien thet in general nene ef the sctivities they 
suggest ceuld be permitted in Palestine priser te the 
terminatien ef the iandate, though pessibly seme 
preliminsry steps might be taken curing the last fertnight 
ef the Mandatery peried. 


4, Fellewing reply should be given to peints 
raised in paragraph 6 e: yeur telegran. 


(A) It is net propes te prier te the terminstion 
of the “andste te withdraw frem lecsl Pelestinian police 
ferces, recruited by ue oApeas eee er etnerwise handed 
over te lecal sutherities, the equipment and steres made 
available te the te enable them er ectively to carry 

gut their cuties, These l:unicipal forces sre being 

formec te ensure as fér sS pessible at least local security 
during the perisc between the terminstien ef the Mandate 


/and 


~ oe 


ole ao 


and the Organisation by the successor suthorities of some machinery 
for the vreservetion of law and order. All other e uipment, stores, 
eee aes posts and depots of the Palestine Police “orce will be 
aveilable to be taken over by the Commission with effect frem 15th 
Vay snd the Palestine Government ere ready to discuss procedure 
for this with representatives of the Commission's stsff. Regarding 
eae eie Frentier Force you should reply as suggested by ‘ligh 
mmissionere 


(B) _ Ye should like to know what type of srms the Commissien 
have in mind and what guerartees taey could give as te safe custody 
during the period un to ley 15th, which would have te be undertsken 
by their own reseurces. ‘When we have the answers te these cuestiens, 
we will censider whether it is pessible to relax the embarge upen 
imerts of arms inte Falestine &s the Cammissien appear te surgest. 


(C) As suggested by ‘igh Cemmissiener,. 


(D) Fresumably Commissien will cencert arrangexents fer 
security force fer “eris&lem with ‘rusteeship Ceuncil and Geverner 
te be appeinted by them, en whem falls the réespensibility under the 
Plan ef recruiting an internstienal pelice ferce te assist in 
mintsining law «nd erder in tue City. 

See alse peragreph 2 abeve. 


(ii) Infermetien is being previded by “ticsh Cemmissiener. 
(F) As prepesed by iligh Cemmissiener, 
(G) As prepesed by ‘ligh Cemmissiener. 

I) The Meaodatery Pawer has ne suggestien te make en this 
issue which it understands if feming the subiect ef a repert and 
suggestiens te the Security Ceuncil by the Semmissien itself, I 
aporave the terms ef the reply already given. 


AAESA 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 


Registry 
No. 





IMP oRTANT Sod 
een. Lo ALF ¥ a 


AdA. bh UK BK. NYO, 


May tet. Nv. P43 [dy Feb de: 
Pepatie oemcds ] 
lniahvtesws Yeferveek 
Kouw peca. 2, Lut 
Suerte, Weve Sent to 


Yow yy beh. NO. 


71€3 
Sh RL 20 
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En clair : DEP. .RTMLNT 


FROM FORIGN OFFICE TO N.tv YORK 


(To United Kingdom Delegation to the United Nations) 


No, 9329 


2th February,1948 D. 3.50 pom. 28th February,1948 
Repeated to pales No. 2870 
Jerusalen 


DUPORTANT 
Addressed _to United Kingdom Delegation New York 


U 
No. 929 of Feb th repeated for information 
oO Jerusalem as (ON. 


My telegram No, 893 [of February 26th: Palestine 
milities.| is 


Instructions referred to in peramrart 2, last 
sentence, were sent to you in my telegram No. 788, 


888 


INWARD TELEGRAM « Bib 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR_T 






Cypher (0.T.P. ) 
PROM PALESTINE (Gen.Sir A.Cunningham) 


INDEXEV 
D. 3rd March, 1948. 
R. 3rd ™ ” 13.25 brs. 


eee 
oO. ! ecret 


Addressed to UKDEL New York No.550 Secret 
(Washington please pass) 
Repeated to 8. of S. eae pep le 





Foreign Office telegram No.893 to 
washington contained in 8, of S's felegram No.756 to 
iMés 


Question of protection for Commission 
between lst May and 15th May involves military . 
considerations and I shall telegraph after consuitation 
with military authorities, who are at present 
reluctant to accept this commitment. 


2. Paragraph 4(a) of telegram under 
reference. I had intended words "manner of transfer" 
in paragraph 2(a) of my telegram No.330 to S. of S. _ ~’.: C 
repeated to UKDEL No.350 to include reference to 
probability that special police force of 500 to be 
employed by G.0.C. after 15th May would require 

arms and equipment which would not therefore be 
available to be taken over by the Commission at 

that date. I mention this now for your information 
since it appears better to leave this point for 
discussion rather than make it the subject of formal 
communication. : 








opy sent to:- : 
Foreign Office - Communications Division, 





